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Chriſtian Plea 


| { Againſt 
PERSECUTION 
For the Cauſe of 

CONSCIENCE; 
Grounded upon 
Scripture,Reaſon,Expert- 

\ ence and Teſtimonies 
'Of Princes & learned Authors. 


| Impartially ColleQted by El En nb 
= | / ft Hor" Eee 
Now, I ſay unto you, Refrain from theſe Men, a 
\ Jet them alone ; for if ehis Counſel, or this Wond 
'\ ""bevf Mem, it wyill come t0 nought ; but of 18 byſ, 
God, you cannot overtbrow it, lefl happily yo e of 
found Fighters againſt Cod. Adts 5. 38, 39:ubg 
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| - Publiſhed fos the Service of Truth. 
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The Contents. 


I. R* «ſon againſt Perſerutionii «, 
becauſe it Contrary ts 


the F criptares, 

I1. Reaſon againſt Perſecmtion for 
the canſe of Conſcience, x, beradſe if 
i againſt the Profeſſion and 'Pratfice ed 
Famons Princes, 

I TE. Reaſon ageinſt Perſecatidu.ge; 
beeauſe it 15 condemned by the aAFIent 
and the later writers, , 

I'V. Reaſon, Its wo prejudice ti 
Kingdom or Common-wealth if Libery, 
of Confeience be ſuffered to. ſuch as 
fear God, as is or will be manifeſted in 
ſuch mens Lives and Ciwverſations, 
as Scripture-Examples Teftifie, - 

V. Several Teftimonies, ' ſhewiws, 
char Conſcience ought t9 be free, hd 
a to tobe impoſed upon, avid ni ptrſor 
Le A 3 on2ht 


(2) 
owzht to be Compelled to accuſe himſelf, 
or purge himſelf by Oath. 

V I. Some remariable Colleitions 
out of Dottor Taylors Book, entituled, 
OEOAOTIA EKAEKTIKH, A 
Diſcourie of the Liberty of Pro- 
pbelſying ; fhewing the uxreaſorable- 
ze (s of preſeribiug to other mens Faith, 
4rd ihe Taiquity of perſecuting differ- 
EXT OPIR100s, 

VII. 7 nflances 015t of asvers Au 


" thors treating on the ſame ſubjetF, by . + 


WW. C. deccaſea. 
VIII. Several. Reaſons rendred 
(why zo. outward force ner impeſtti- 
63 oxgbt t6 be uſed in matters of Faith 
-4#4 Religion) by R, HL. SF. and F. H. 
aectaſed, ET ON 
3X. Several Sayings Collected 
from the Speeches and writings of | 
 Tive Charles the firſt. | 
X. Several Promiſes and Declara- 
_Homs for the Liberty of tender Comſet- 
ences taken out of th: Speeches of King 
- Charles tbe ſecond, ELIRIES 
6 SECT. I. 


. of 


$F, 


SE CT. I. 


Perſecution for the canſe | 
of. Conſcience 1 is againlt 
the Dodrine of Jeſus 
Chrit, the Kir ;& of - 
Kings, as theſe Scrip- 
tures and Reaſons tol- 
lowing do demon... 
ſtrate, 


The firſt Reaſon againſt Per v7 


cuttn 3s becauſe it is con-. 
trary to Scripture, 


e Iares and W heat ſhould 
t alone in the World, and not 
A 3 pluckt 


: he Tue commanded. thar 
be 
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pluckt up until the Harveſt, which 
is the End of the World. Marth, 13. 
30, 38, Oc. 

Chrift alſo commandeth, that 
they that are blind thould be let 
alone referring their puniſhment 
unto the falling into the Ditch, 
AMatth. 15. 14. 

Again,he reproved his Diſciples, 
who would have had Fire come 
down from Heaven, and devour 
thoſe Semaritens,who would not re- 
ceive him, in theſe Wards,Ye know 
ner of what Spirit ye are; the Son of 
747: 84 n10t come to deſtroy mens Lives, 
but to ſave them, Luke 9. 54, 55. 

Pas the Apoitle taught, that the 
Seryant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but muſt be; gentle towards all 
men, ſuffering the evil men, in- 
fructing them with meekneſs that 
are contrary-minded, proving if 
God at any time will give them Re- 
pentance, that they may acknow- 
ledge the Truth, and come to a- 

Pan rn oy  mendment 


_—__” E271 
mengdment out of "hs Snare of the / 
Devil. 2 Tem. 2. 24,25, 26. 
According'to thefe bleffed Com- 
mandments the Prophets foretole, 
that when the Law of doſes (con- 
cerning Worſhip) ſhould ceaſe, and 
Chrifts Kingdom be efta- , , 
blithed, they thould break {75% 
their Swords into Plough- © 7:9 
ſhares and their Spears 1n- F T 
to Pruning-hooks, Then E/4- 4 
ſhall none hurt or deftroy — 
in all the Mountains of my hok- 
neſs : And when he eame,the lame 
be taught and prattifed a5 before, 
ſo did his Diſciples after hin: for 
theWcapons of his Varfare are ner 
carnal,faith the Apeftle, 2 Cox. 10.4. 
But he chargerh frraitly- (thac 
his Diſciples ſhould be fo far from 
perſecuting thoſe that would not 
be of their Religion ) thar when 
they were perſecuted, they ſhould 
pray ; when they were Ceeſce, 
they ſhould Bleſs, &e. (ah. 5. 
4 yud 


($) 
And the reaſon ſeems to be, be: 
cauſe they who now areTares.may 
hereafter become Wheat ; they 
who are now Blind, may hereafter 
ſee; they that now reſiſt, him, may 
hereafter receive hun; they that 
| are now 1n the Devils ſnare, in 
adverſneſs to the Truth, miy here- 
after come to Repentance, they 
that are now Blaſphemers and Per- 
ſecutors, (as Paul was) muy ia time 
become faithful as he; they that are 
now Idolatrous, as the Corinthians 
once were, 1 Cor. 6, 9. may here- 
after become true Worſhippers as 
they ; they that aro now no people 
of God, nor under Mercy (as the 
Saints ſometimes were, - 1 Pex, 2. 
20.)may hercafter become the Peo- 
ple of God, andobiain Mercy as 
they. 

Some come not till the eleventh 
hour : . (Matthew 20.6,) If thoſe 
that eome not till the laft hour 
ſhould be deſtroyed, becaule they 
COMC 
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come not at the tirſt, then ſhopld 
they never come but be preven- 
ted. p # 22s 


———  — —— 
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SECT. IL 


The ſecond Reaſon oral ſÞ Perſe - 
_ 91 for "conſe of Conſcience, 
, becauſe it 1s againſt the 


Prof feſſe on and Pratiice of 
famous Princes. 


'Irſt, Confider the ſpeech of 
King Tames to the P rliament 

I 609. he iair h, *It is2 fare Rule 
*1n Divinicy,thar God ucver 12t8 
* to plant his Churca by Violence 
and Bloogſhed ; and that it was 
©ufually the Condition of Chri- 
* ftians to be perſecuted, but not to 


| { periocn te. 


Agun, 


(10) | 
' Again, he ſaith.page four, ſpeak- 
ing of the Papiſts , ©Igave good 
* nroof, that I intended ao Perſe- 
© cution againft them for Coglſci- 
*cnce Cauſe. 

And in the ſame Kings Expoſiti- 
on of the Revelation the twentieth, 
printed 1588. he writes thus; 
© Compal/ing of the Stints, and beſeig- 
© ing of the beloved City, declareth 
©unto us a Certain Note of a falſe 
£Church to be Perſecution ; for 
*they come to ſeek the Faithful ; 
© the Faithful are them, that are 
*fought; the Wicked are the Be- 
* fiegers, the Faithful are the Be- 
5 fieged. 

And the King of Buhewis hath 
thus written, © And notwithſtand- 
© ing the ſucceſs of the later Times 
© (wherein Sundry Opinions kave 
© been hatched about the ſubje& of 
*Rehigion) may make one elearly 
*difcern with his Eye, and as. 1t 
*were to touch with his Finger,that 

| * accord 10g 
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* according to the Truth of the 


_ *Scripture, and a Maxime hereto- 


(fore maintained by the antient 
©Do&tors of the Church.that mens 
© Conſciences ought in no ſort to 
© be violated, urged, or conftrain- 
ed; and whenloever men have 
* attempted any thing, by this v1o- 
{lent courſe, whether openly, or 
by ſecret means, the iflue hath 
© been Peraitions, and the cauſe of 
© great and wonderful Innovations 
*1n the Principaleft and Mightieſt 
*Kingdoms and Countries of all 
* Chriſtendom. | 
And further he faith : © So that. 
* once more we do profcſs, befare: 


as © God, .and the whole World, that 


* frory this tim;e forward we are 
* firmly reſolved, not to perſeeute or 
* moleff, or ſuffer to be perſecuted 
*or moleſted, any perſon whoſo- 
*ever, for matter of Religion, no 
*not thoſe who profeſs themſelves 
* to be of the Romiſh Charch, nei- 

| rex 
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©ther to trouble nor diſturb them 
*1n the Exerciſe of their Religion, 
©ſo they live conformable to the 
©Laws of the States, 80, 


-__ a. ay — --. 
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SECT. IL 


The Third Reaſon, becauſe Per- 
fecution for Cauſe of Conſ@t- 
ence. 15 condemned by the aii- 
tient and later Writers. 


py againſt Auxentiss, ſaith 

* * thus, The Chriſtian Church 
doth not perſecute, but is perſecu- 
ted. And Lamentable it 1s to fee 
the folly of theſe Times, and the 
tooliſh Opinion of this World, in 
that men think by humane Aid to 
help God, and with Worldly 
Pomp and Power to undertake to 
deferd the Chriſtian Church : I 

jo Ta. | a5 
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a 
 ask the Biſhops, *« help uſed the 


Apoſtles.in the publiſhing the Gol- 
pel? with the Aid of what power 
did they Preach Chriſt, and con- 
verted the Heathen from their Ido- 
latry to God ? When they were1n 
Priſons, and lay in Chaines, did 
they praiſe and givethanks to God 


for any dignities or favours recety- 


ed from the Court. or do.you think 
that Pau! went about with regal 
Mandates, or kingiy Authority, to 
gather and eſtabliih che Church 
of Chriſt 2 Sought he ProteQtion 
from Nero Yeſpatiau ? | 
The Apoſtles wrought with 
their hands for their own Mainte- 
nance, travelling by Land and Wa- 
rer,from Town to City ; to preach” 
Chriſt; yea, the more they wers 
forbidden, the more they taught 
and preached Chriſt ; but now, 
alas, humane help muſt aſſiſt and 
proteQ the. Faith, and give the 
fame Countcoance tco.and by vain 
OS and 
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and worldly Honours do men ſeek 
to defend the Church of Chriſt, as 
if he by his Power were unable to 
perform it, 

The Church formerly by endu- 
ring Milery and Impriſonment was 
known to be a true Church : The 
pretended Church now do terrife 
cthers by Impriſonment, Baniſh- 
ment and Mijery, and boaſteth that 
the is highly eſteemed of the 
World, when as the true Church 
cann2t but be hated of the [ame. 

Tertul ad ſcapulam * It agreeth 
© both with human Reaſon and na- 
* tural Equity, that every man woTr- 
© hip God urncompdelled , neither 
© beleemethit any Religion,to com- 
< pe] another to be of theirRehigion, 
< which willingly and freely ſhould 
*be imbraccd,and not by cogftraint; 
* foraſmuch as the Offerings were 
© required of thoſe that freely and 
of good will offered,ind not from 
©the contrary. 

Terom- 


(15) "7 

Ferom in Proem lib, a. in Feremi- 
am, © Hereſie muſt be cut off with 
the Sword of the Spirit, let us 
« tyitke through with the Arrows 
* of the Spirit all Sons and Diſci- 
© ples of miſ-led Hereticks, that 
©15s, With Teftimonies of Scrip- 
©rures; the ſlaughter'ot Hereticks 
<1S by the Word of God. 

Brentivs upon the firſt of the Co- 
;inthians, Chap, 3. © No man hath 
* power to make, or give Laws to 
© Chriſtiaxs, whereby to bind their 
© Comiciences ; for willingly,treely 
* and uncompelled.,with a ready de- 
*{ire,and cheerful mind,muſt thoſe 


_ ©rkat eome, run unto Chri. 


Luther 1n his Books of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, ſaith, © The Laws of 
© the E/0/1] Maprſirates Government 
*extends no further then: over the 
* Body'or Goods,and to that which 
*13 Extoraal, for over the Soul God 
* will not ſuffer any man to rule, 
* only he himſelf will Rule there , 
5 wherefore 


—_— 
* 1-44 III Re c/B>-*—— Xx 2-Pne pern 
- : CLOSET CCSEETRCYT TOI Ono ore Io og on 
Cm re——_ ; CRE 


Ie ct Ra ya 994 "0m. 


ps yy _ Pen 


(16) 
*whereforc whoſoever doth under: 
© take togive Laws unto the Souls 
*and Conlcicences of men ; he 
© uſurpeth taat Government him- 
C ſelf, which zppertaineth uato 
2 God, &<. 
© Therefore upon 1 Kings 5. In 
" bui. C1PP OL ae Temple, there 
© ws 20 (ouan " Iron heard, to 
« ippile, Eh ac tf,0:t willhave in 
his Church 2 3.e 2nd a willing 
© Peg ole, 7-7 CMpciled and con- 
© 14rr2:n _ OY | Lo - 44 S;A0utes. 
Agaii: tz {ai upon Luke 22. 
y It is nv: the truc Catho/tck Church, 
which is deſcaded by the ſecular 
= or humane Power, but the 
© falic and feigned- Church, which 
© althovgh ir carries the name of a 
© Church, yet it demes the power 
© thereof, | 
And upon Pſal.r7, he ſaith, For 
the true a of "Chrift, know- 
*Eth not Brachin ſeculare; _ 
tac 


(17) 


the Biſhops now adayes chicfly . 


© ule. 

Agaig, in Poſtil Dom. 1 poſt. 
Epipham, he faith, *Let not Chri- 
© fians be commanded, bur exhor- 
*ted; for he that willingly will not 
* do that whereunto he 1s friendly 
©exhortea, he 1s no Chriſtian 5 
© wherefore they that do compel 
© thoie that are not willing, ſhew 
* thereby that they are not Chriſtian 
$ Preachers, but worldly Beadles. 

Again upon 1 Peter 3, He faith 
If the Civil Magiſtrate ſhall com- 
Fmand me to believe thus and thus, 
*I ſhould anſwer him after this 
* manner ; look you to your civil 
*or worldly Goverment , your 
* Power extends not ſo far as to 
*command any thing in Gods 
*K1ngdom ; therefore herein I may 
*not hear you ;, for if you cannot 
* bear it, that any ſhould uſurp Ar- 
* rhority, where you have to com- 
* mand; how do you think thar 

B God 
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£ God ſhould ſuffer you to thruſt 
© him from his Seat,and to leat your 
© ſelf therein 


SECT. IV. 


The Fourth Reaſon, It s no pre- 
Judice to a Aingdem or Com- 
mon-wea'th if Liberty of C on- 
ſcience be jagffered to ſuch as 
fear Ggdfff as ts or will be ma- 
rife fe ſuch meiis lives and 
conTer{ations, as Scripture 
Examples te bite. 


Fans abode among the C- 
. panites 2 1ONg time, "yet CON: . 
trar» tothem in Religion, Gez. 17. 
-7. aNd 16. 13. 

Again,he Sojourned 1n Gerar and 


King Avimelech |give him leave to 
abide 


(19) 
abide in his Land, Gey. 20.21, 23; 
24. 
"is , alſo dwelt in che ſame 
Land, yet contrary 1 Religion, 
Gen. 26, 

Facoh lived Twenty years 1n one 
houſe with bis unckis Labas, yet 
differed i: Religion, '622. ZI. -- 

The Peopi: of ifracl vere about 
Threc huccred 2:11 thirty years 1n 
that infamous ? = of Egypt , amid 
afrerwards i-rventy vVears 10. Baby- 
lon, all «hich time they dfered in 


Religion trom the State, Exod T2. 


end 2 Chrcn, gu 

Come ti; t£:.<: time of Chih, 
whea 7/rael was —_ the Romans, 
where lived divers Se&s of Religi- 
on, as Herodfans, Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, Sadiices and Libertines, Thude- 
ans 0d Samaritans, beſi des the 
common Religion of the Fews, 
Chit and. his Apoſtles, all which 
diftered from the common Religi- 
on of the State, "which was tike 
BÞ 2 the 


(20). 
the worſhip of D/4x., which almoſt 
the whole World then worſhipped 
Atts 19. 20. 

All theſe lived under the Gover- 
ment of Ceſar , being no thing 
hurtfa]l to the Common-wealth, ) 
giving unto Ceſar that which was 
his, and for their Religion and 
Conſciences towards God, he lefr 
them to themſelves, as having no 
dominion "over their Souls and 
.Conſciences ; and when the Ene- 
mies of Truth raiſed up any Tu- 
 mults, the wiſdom of the Mage 
ftrate moſt wiſely appeaſed them, 
AQs 18. 14. and 19. 35. 


(21) 
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SECT. V. 


Serveral Teſtimonies ſhewine that 
Conſcience ought to be free, 
and not to be impoſed upon, and 
no perſon be compelled to ac- 


cuſe bimſ: elf, or parge Hel 
by Oath, &c. 


Ccuſare fe nemo tenetut, caich 
| Veſquius, nifi coram dev : *ſe+ 
cundam illnd Chriſoftons won tib1 dico 
ut te prodzs © No man is bound to ac- 
*cuſe himſelf but before God, ac- 
cording to that of Chriſeftome, I do 
*not ſay that thou ſhouldft betray 
© thy ſelf. Yalg; Comiro iUuſftres P. 
124 NUM. 27. 
* Quis fit wtrumque audeat oſs 
© mere ut unquam ſit ipſe & accuſate?” 
& 


(22) 

© ex Fuaex? Who darcs aſſumeto 

thimſclf to be both an Accuier and 
52a Judge, ſaith Auſtin ? 

That famous Lawyer Cote 
faith, © Furementum in propria «ft 
E inventio Diabols ad deiruntpudimn. 
E xnimas miſeroriim in nferianmn, 
< The Oath Ex officio, ſaith he, is 
£ an invention of rhe Devil, ro ct 
. © the Souls of milerable people i In- 
©to Hell. 4#9. hows. 50. 

 ©Lot the Ta oes, faich Tizdall, 
Equdge and condemn! ths Treſ- 
* paſſes under lawful Witeiles and 
© got break up into the Conſciences 
© of men after the Ex:mple of Anti- 
© chrifts Diſciples,and moe] them 
© either to forly wear themielves, or 
*to teRifie againft themſelves, 
© which abomination faith te, our 
©Prelates learned of Caiphs, Matth, 
$26. ſaying to Chriſt, 1 edjure; or 
*charge thee in the name of the 
c ' Living God that thou tell 1; whether 
{ths be Chriſt the Son of the Living 
© God. 


(23) 
< Ged, ſee, Tindals Obed. of Chriſt 


Page 22, Colloſ. 2. 


— 
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SECT. VI. 


Some. remarkable Obſeroation, 
oflecied)out of a Þook, en- 
titule OEOAOTIA EK- 

Diſcourle 


er: of _ bins to pther 
mens Faith, and the Wiquity 
of perſ ecuting o different Opini- 
ons ;. by Jer. Tayler D. D. 
(ſo ſtiled )Chaplin i in Ordinary 
to bus late Majeſty. 


N his Epiſtle Degicatory are 
theſe words : viz, * As Ccon- 

* trary as Cruelty is to Mercy, as 
. © Tyranny 


(24) 
*Tyranny to Charity ; ſo is War 
*and Bloodined io rhe MeeRneſs and 
© Gentlenefs of C5ri/:25 Religion, 
And furtier ſpeaks, ro Ci/puta 
meg into Mercics, Compliances 
and Tolerations mutual ; and fur- 
ther adds. 
© I defigned a Diſcourſe to this 
urpole, with as much greedineſs, 
© as 14 Thad thought it poflible with 
* my Arguments to have perſwad- 
fed the rough agd hard handed 
© Souldiers to have disbanded pre-. 
C ſently ; for I had often thought 
© of che Propheſie, that in the Gol- 
-pel, our Swords ſhould be turned 
into PloW-ſhares, and our Spears 
*ints Pruning- hooks. 
| fTrfought it my duty to plead 
©for Peace and Charity, and For- 
© o1venel(s, and Permiſtions murtu- 
*al. 
© Although we muſt contend 
earneſtly for the Faith, yet this 
<ontentioa muſt be with _—_— ſit 
| ©xOT 
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© for the Chriſtian Warfare, the 
© Sword of the Spirit, the Shield of 
© Faith , &c. but not with other 
© Arms; for a Church-man muſt 
* not bea Striker, for the Weapons 
© of our Warfare are notCarnal,bur 
© Spiritual. 

<T being moſt of all troubled, 
© that men ſhould te perſecuted,and 
© afflicted, for diſagreeing in ſuch 
* opinions, which they cannot with 
© ſufficient grounds obtrude upon 
* others neceſlarily, becaule they 
© cannot propound them infallibly. 

© Confiderations (are to be had) 
*to the Perſons of men, ' and tothe 
© Laws of Charity more then te the 
*triumphing in any Opinion, &Cc-> 

<If the Perſons be Chriſtians mm 
© their life, and Chrif:axs in thew 
© profeſſion z if they acknowledge 
©the Eternal Son of God for their 
© Mafter, and the Lord, and hive in 
Call relations as becomes Perſons 
© making ſuck profeſſions, why then 
* {ſhould 


(26) 
£ ſhould I hate ſuch Perſons whom 
© God loves, and who love God, 
*who axe pertakers of Chriſt, and 
, Chriſt a Title totheim, who | 
* dwell in Chriſt, and Chriſt in } 
© them, becauſe their underſtand<- 
*ings have not becna brought up 
© like mine, have not had the ſame 
© Maſters, they have not met with 
© the ſame Books ——have not the 


© not determine their Scho9] Queſti- 
F ons to the ſame ſence of my Sect 

© or Intereft ? | | 
© And whatſoever is againft the 
© Foundation of Faith or contrary 
* to.goodLife---or deſtructive to hu- 
© mane (ociety---1s out of the limits 
© of my Queſtion,and dorh not pre- 
© tend to compliance or ' toleration. 
© The fault I find and fſeck to re- 
©mody is, That men are fo dogma- 
| ©tical and reſolute in their Opini- 
F ons, and impatient of others diſ- 
© agreeing in thoſe things wherein 


"*20 


| 


* ſame Opinions that I have, and do j 
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t5NO ſ afhcient means of Uinionand 


© Detc; 404102 < but thar men 
tf ue 4G t Of 403-3:5 Qs "rebir 1» 
” NOL DE CUE M29 5 Ai mMy, NOD 
Queſticas 3 1110 vaſl colieetion of 


(ine Syſterre Gi UNH be adop- 
(red into chu Family 3 1h, 
© Irs hard to far, that ne who 

CWoald not Ne: Ve 55-7 put ro death 
* OT purihcd all tor ſuch 
1:35, for WICK 1.0 AUT 217 Ate 
*thority is fuſiciczr {02 i.ognk 
* ZANCC, or Detcrm nition, ©7 com: 
* petent 127 a: 101: E char he Per- 
* {wades t to an ji ferency when 
* he rclers to </ 207 - Jedicatory, 
*which is competent , ifacicent, 

<1nfallible, juft,and 21ghly ſaverc-- 
© for God alone muſt L Judge of 
©theſe matters,who alone is Miter 

© of 9ur Souls, and hath the Domi- 
*nica over humane underſtancing 
*©—Gcd alone is Judge of crring 
© Perſons. 


£ I earneftly contend, that another 
© mans 


(28) 
© mans Opinion ſhall be no Rule to 
© mine, and that my Opinion ſhall 
© be no Snare and Prejudice to my 
© {elf that men uſe one another ſo 


©charitably, that no error or vio- | 


© lence tempt men to Hypocriſie 
© this very thing being one of the 
* Arguments I uſed to perſwade 
© Permiſſions, left Compulſion in- 
©troduce Hypocriſie,and make Sin- 
©cerity troubleſom, &c. 
©From the DiCtates of holy 
© Scriptures ; it is obſervable, that 
© this, with its appendant degrees, 
<I mean, reſtraint of Propheſying, 
< impoſing upon other mens under- 
© ſtandings, being Maſters of their 
© Conſciences, and Jording it over 
© their Faith, came 1n with the re- 
< tinue and train of Antichrift, as 
© other abuſes and corruptions of 
© the Church did, by reaſon of the 
© iniquity of the pimes,and the cool- 
<;ng of the firſt heats of Chriſtianity, 
* and the increaſe of intereſt, _ 
* the 


(29) 
(the abatements of Chri//a7 ſim- 
©plicity, when the Churches for- 
(tune grew better, and her Sous 
cOorew worſe, and ſome of her Fa- 
©thers worſt of all : For 1n the farft 
"three hundred Years there was 
©no ſign of perſecuting any man 
© for his Opinion, though at that 
© time there were very horrid Opl- 
* nions commenced —— and they 
* who uſed all meang——Chriſt;an 
* and Spiritual, for their difimprove- 
© ment and conviction, thought not 
*of uſing corporal force — and 
* therefore I do not only urge their 
© not doing it, as an Argument of 
© the unlawfulneſs of ſuch proceed- 
*ing, but their defying it,and ſpeaKk- 
*10g againſt ſuch practiſes as unrea« 
Rog - 
ſonable, and deſtruttive to Chr. 
© ftianity, for ſo Tertullian is exprels, 
* Humani jurks &* natural:s potefpatis 
* #71 cuigue quod putaverit colere, ſed 
"rec relizionss eft cogere relizionens 
* que ſuſcipi debet ſponte non —_ 
Q 


( 3c ) 
* of hamane £4 -NG natural poe 
* wer for every One to worſnip 
£ what hc thinks + bur neither 15 1t 
© the pat of Religion - compel 
Religion, wv: h « V2 0 be un- 
© gert ak<n of i its vAJY © of ry 
© The {ame +i- 136 Dales of 
© Cyprian, Lact: nttttne, Py: At- 
© wrt! : 145 Felix ROC Las R SCLETAY, 
* Clriſoſfoma, H eroxs. Liffin Da: maſces, 
C © Theoppile.: K WE, Sci lAicws, 
and Ber _ 
© All wile Princes tl [l taey wer? 
© over-born with Fig ex10N, 209 10- 
© iicited by .pzev:.1 perſons, gave 
© Toleration to differing Sets — 
<But ar firſt there were {ome here- 
.* rical perions, tht were {o impa- 
: tient, wy” vere the men ther :ift 
<1AtrTECs ted t ie Emperor to peric- 
© cute rhe = licks : but till _ 
© hundred vears 5fter Chrift , 
© Catholick perſons, or very Ang 


© did provoke the iecular Ms or- 


-implore 1 ics Ud againſt tne Here- 
: otic A A 


«a KK 
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*ticks, ſave only that 4rrivs be- 
© haved himlſclf to ſeditioully and 
*cumultuarily that the Niceze Fa- 
©thers procured 2 temporary De- 
*cree for his relegation ; but it was 
©ſao0n rakcn L#, and God left to be 
© his Judge. 

© But 45 the Ages grew worle, ſo 
© men grew more cruc] aad unchri- 
© ftian; and 1n the Greek Church 
E Atticus 3nd Neſtorizes of Conſtanti- 
© nople, Theoducius of Synoda, and 
© lome few others, who had for- 


*ootten rhe merctzs of their great 


© Maſter,ang their own duty, grew 
* implacabls, and !:710us, and 1m- 
© patient of contradiction, 

cIt was a bold and arrogant 
Speech which Neſt2rizzs mage in 


© his Sermon before Ther dntrws the 


* younger ; Da mihi, O Emperater, 


Crerram ab Hereticu repurgatam & 


* e20 libs viciſſim calumn dabs y diſper- 
© de mecum Hereticos, eco teciitts 
© aiſperaam Per ſas ; which 15 1n Eng. 

£ *Jith, 


| (332) 
© liſh, O Emperor, give to me the 
* Land purged from Hereticks ; 
*and I, inſtead thereof, will give 
©thee Heaven: deftroy: me the 
© Hereticks, and I will deſtroy with 
\ thee the Perſoans : It was as ground- 
© lets, as unwarrantable, as it was 
* bloody and inhumane. And we 
* {ee the contrary events prave 
* truer, for Theodoſis and Yalemti- 
© ni4ap were proſperous Princes, and 
* have the reputation of great pie- 
*ty; but they were ſo far from do- 
< ing what Neſtorizzs had ſuggeſted, 
5 that they reftrained him from his 
* violence and {mmanity ; and Theo- 
* aeſizz did highly commend B. Pro: 
© clas, for his {weerneſs of deport- 
© ment towards erring perſons. far 
E above tke cruelty of his Prede- 
© ceflor Atriczs, 
© And theexperience which Chri- 
* ftendom hath had in this laſt age, 
*15 Argument enough, That Tolc- 
.*ration of differing opinions. _ 
«fax 
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©far from diſturbing the publick 
*peace, or deſtroying the. In-, 
© tereſt of Princes, and Common-. 
* wealths, that it doth advantage 
* the Publick, it ſecures the Peace, 
« becauſe there is not ſo much 25 the 
« Pretence of Religion left to ſuch 

© perſons to contend for, it being al- 

* ready indulged to them. 

* When Frexce fought againſt the 
* Hugonots, the ſpilling of their own 
© Blood was Arguments.coough of 
© the imprudence of m—_ way. of 
©promoting Religion, _ but {ince 
ſhe hath given | permiſhon | to 
* them, &c, 
© The great inſtance is in the difs 

© fering Temper, Government,and. 
* Sueceſs which Xzrgaret of Paryua,, 

© and the Duke of 4a had; the 

* clemency of the firſt had almoſt 

* extinguiſhed the Flame , but when 
*ſhe was removed, D. Alva {\uc- 

* ceeded, and mannaged, the matter. | 

© of Religion with Fire and Styord, 
S N © 


(34) 

© he made the Flame ſo great, that 
c his Religion, and his Prince too, 
« i12d both been almoſt turned out 
c of the Countrey ; Pellie medio ſa- 
c prertianms quoties -'; res azitur, ſaid, 
c Ennius. | F7{aom i: {rien out when 
c the matter us ated by force.) 


{© And therefore the beft of 
< men, ard moſt glorious of Prin- 
<cts, were alwayes ready to give 
« Toleration.}] 


© ©EFxſebers in his ſecond Book of 
©the lite of Conſtantine, reports 
"theſe words of the Emperor, P- 
© rep culn fiaclibus ij qui errant pack, 
*C& quietis fruitionem gawadcntes «- 
*cipiant : iÞſa fi quidem communicat;- 
© onis oF ſocietats 7eſtitutto ad reli am 
© eHlays wveritat:s wviam perducere po- 
*reft; nemo cuiquam moleſti fit , quiſ- 
© que quod animo deſtinat hic etian 
* fatiat ;, Let tnem which err with joy 
© receive the like fraition of Peace and 
* quietneſs with the Faithful, fith the 
reſioring 
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C reſtoring of communication, and ſo- 


© ciety may bring them into the right 
© Way of Truth: Let none give mole- 
© tation to 4By 3 let every one do as he 
© determines in hs mind. 
© And indecd there 1s great rea- 
© ſon for Prince> £0 give Toleration 
© rodiiagrecing periuns, whole O- 
- PlnLons cannot by fair means be 
© altered ; for if the perſons be con- 
© fideat, they wili ſerve God accor- 
© ding to their perſwaſions ; and if 
© hey be publickly prohibited they 
* will privately convene, ind then 
fall thoſe inconveniencts, and mit- 
*chiefs, which are fern UMNENtS A- 
© 82inſt the permiſſion cf Cunventi- 
cles, are Ars: 1ments for the pub- 
* lick permiſſions of differing Rel1- 
© gtONS, &C. they being ns 


© ſtraiaed, and made milcrable, 

. *dears the diſcontented —__ 
© mutual, and makes mere hear- 
*ty and dangerous confederati- 
© ONS, 
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King Femmes 18 his Letters to the 
© States of the United-Provinces, da- 
"red March 6, 1612. thus wrot—— 
CItaut prohibeatis Miniſtros veſtrss 
© ne £45 diſbutationes in ſuggeflun aut 
© ad plebery ferant,ac diſtricte impere- 
© tis ut paces colapt ſe in vicem toler- 
© evde inifte opinionum ac ſextentia- 
© rum diſcrepantig———S0 that you may 
C forbid your Miniſters that they bring 
© wot thoſe Diſputations intothe Pulpit, 
* or to the People, and flrictly com- 
© mand, that they embrace peace a- 
© mon? themſelves, by Tolerating is 
© that difference of Opinions, and Fudz- 


© ents. 


The like Counſel in the divi- 
© ons of Gerwary, at the firſt Refor- 
E mation, was theught reaſonable 
*by the Emperor Ferdinand, and 
© his excgllent Son Maximilian, for 
* they had obſerved, That Violence 
© did exaſperate was unbleſt, un- 
* ſuccesful,- and) unreaſonable; and 

oy © therefore 


_—_ 
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© therefore they made Decrces of | 


© Toleration. 

'© And the Duke of Savoy repent- 
ing of his War, undertaken for 
(Religion againft the Preamratary, 
© promiſed them Toleration ; and 
*was a5 good as his word — As 
©much is done by the nobility of 
' Polonia : fo that the beſt Princes 
*and the beſt Biſhops gave Tolera. 
* tion and Impunitics ( but 4t is 


| *known, that the f6rſt Pcrfecution 
*of difagreeing Perſons was by thc 


* Arrians, by Circumcellians, and 
© Dozatiſts, and from them they of 
*the Church took Example. &c.) 
* And among the Gree#s 1t became 
*a publick and authorized practiie, 


*till the queſtion of Images grew: 


* hot and high ; for then the Wor- 


* thippers of Images, having taken: 
* their example from the E mprefs 


* rene, who put her ſon's cycs cut 
*for making an EdiC againſt lae- 
© SES, began to be as cruel, as they 

* WETE 
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© were deceived, elpecially, being 
*encouraged by the Pope of Rexe, 
© who then blew the Coales to tome 
© purpoſe. | 

© I may upon this eccaſion give 
* account of this affair 1n rhe Church 
© of Rome, It is remarkabie that till 
* the time of Fuſtinian the Empe- 
* ror. A.D. 525, the Catholicxs and 
© Novatians had Churches indifter- 
© ently permiited even 11 Roz 1t 
* ſelf, but the Biſhops of Rowe, whole 
<1ntereſt was much concerned in it, 
© ſpoks much againft it, and labour- 
*edthe eradication of the Nowvartz- 
*axs, and at laſt when they got 
* power into their hands they ſer- 
©ved them accordingly ; bur it 15 
© obſerved by Socrates that when 
© the firſt perſecution was made a- 
* gainſt them at Rome by Pope n- 
E #ocext the tirft, at the lame inſtant 
*the Goths invaded Jrally, and be- 
*came Lords of all, it being juſt in 
© God, &c, | 

boy | < And 
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© And [have heard it obſerved as 
"a bleſſing upon S. A4ſfiz (who was 
* ſo merciful to erring Perſons) as 
* thegreateft part of his life—— 
© to tolerate them, and never to 1n- 
*dure that they ſhould be given Q- 

* ver to the ſeculer power to be kil- 
© led) that the very night the Ya=- 
© dals fer down Leltire is City of 
* Hippo, to befiege it, he died, and 
* went to God, being takenfrom 
© the miteries to come. ” 
* But in the Chureh af Rome, the 
© Popes were the firſ Preachers of 
* Force and Violence in matters of:0- 
© pinion, and that ſq zealouſly that 
* Pope YVigilims ſuffer'd bhimlelt to be. 
«impriſoned, and handled roughly 
* by the Emperor F#ſtizian, rather. 
*then he would conſent to the re- 
* ſtitutton and peace of certain dila- 
* greeing perſons, &C. | 
© The firſt that preached that 
* DoQtrine was Dominick, the Foun: 
*der of the Begging Order of Fri- 


ars: 


(40) 
e xs: The Friars Preachers. IN MCc- 
© fnory of which the Inquiſion is 
< jntrufted only to the Fryars of his 
© order, and if there be any force 
*©in Dreams, or truth in Legends, 
© &c, — This very thing might be 
< ſignified by his mothers Dream, 
© who the night before Dominick 
©<was born, dreamed ſhe was 
© brougkt to bed of a huge Dog, 
with a Fire-brand in his mouth + 
© furecnough however his Diiciples 
* expound the Dream, it was a bet- 
© ter ſign that he ſhould prove a Ra- 
« bid furious incendiary then any 
© thing elſe, whatever he might be 
© in the other parts of this life, in 
© this Doftrine he was not muck 
< better, as appears 1n his deport- 
< ment towards the Ablizemces, Q- 
© garnſt whom he ſo preached —— 
© Adeo quidem ut centum hereticorum 
© willias ab offo millibus catholicorum 
© fuſe & interfecta fuiſſe probiantur, 
© ſaith one of him, and of thoſe who 
| . - 
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© weretaken,one hundred andeigh- 
©ry were burned to death, becauſe 
\ they Wold 1:2t 2bjure their Do- 
© ri:ie, this was the firſt Exam- 
© ple of puttin crring Perſons to 
© death , that [ find tn the Romziſ 
* Churek. 
< By this time I hope it will not 
© be thought unreaſonable to ſay, 
He that tezcnes mercy to erring 
© Perſons teaches indifferency in Re- 
*ligion, unleſs ff: many Fathers, 
Fand io manv Caurches, and the 
© beſt of Emzperors , and all the 
© World (till they were abuſed by 
* Tyranny, Popery and faction) did 
© teach indifferency : For ; 
<I have ſhewn rhzr Chriſtianity 
* doth not punith corporally, per- 
* ſons erring Spiritually, but indeed 
© Popery doth. 
* The Doxatifts, and Circumcecli- 
* ans, and Arrians, and Ntaciani,they 
*of old did in the middle Ages : the 
© Patrons of Images dig.and the Pa- 
; C pilts 
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$ Fiſts at this FRS, 5g and have done 
*ever fiace they were taught it by 
© their St Daminice, 

© Let all Errors be as much, and 
*45 zealoully ſuppreſt as may be, 
© butler it be done by tuch means as 
*are proper inſtr*ments of their 
* ſuppreſſion. by Preachingand Diſ- 
© puration, by Charity and Sweet- 
* nefs, by Holtacls of Life, Afſiduity 
© of Exhortatioa, by the Word of 
© God, and Prayer. x 

* For thele wayes are moſt natu- 
* ral, moſt prudent, moſt peaceable 
<andeficQual. only let r:2t men be 
© haſty, in calling every difliked O- 
* Pinion by the game of Hercſie ; 
* and whea they have rctolved that 
* they will call it io, let them uſe 
*the erring perſon like a Brother, 
* not beat him like a Dog, or con- 
*vince him with a Gibbit, or vex 
© him out of his underſtanding or 
* per{waſion, 
Thus 


(43) 


Thus far Fer. Tatyer; theſe 
Faſſages being rruly colletted out 
of his Epiftle, where are many 
more to the ſame purpole , to 
which the Reader is referred for 
further ſatisfaction, if he deſire it : 
And further ia his Sixteenth Secti- 
on. for the lawlulneis of Princes 
giving Toleration to ſeveral Reli- 
c1005, he hath theſe Paſlages. 

« For it may be ſafe in "div erlity 
of per{waſions, and it is alfo a 
© part of Chriſtian Religion. that 
©the Liberty of mens Conlcien- 
©ces ſhould be prelerved in all 
© things, where God hath not let a 
< limit =— 
© That the Soul of man ſhould be 
free and acknowledge no Maſter 
© but Jeſus Chriſt, 

© That matters Spiritual ſhould 

*not be reftrained by puniſhments 
© corporal. 

© That the ſame meckneſs and 
Charity 


F 
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_ Charity ſhould refrrves inthe 
* promotion of Chriftianity, that 
* gave it foundation, and incre- 
* ment, and firmaeis in its firſt pub- 
© lication, 

© And that Perſons ſhould not 
© more certainly be condemned 
© then their Opinions confured. 

* And laſtly, That the Infirmitics 
© of men, and difhcultics of things, 
© ſhould be both put in ballance, 
© to make abatement ig the diffini- 
Ctive (cntence againft mens per- 
© fons. 

* As Chriſtian Princes muſt look 
* tothe intereſt of their Goverment; 
©{o eſpecially muſt they conſider 
© the intereſts of Chriſtianity, and 
©not call every redargution,or mo- 
* deſty, diicovery of an eſtabliſhed 
© Error, by the name of the diſtur- 
© bance of the Peace ; For. 

©Itis very likely that the peev1- 
* ſhneis, ang impatience of contra- 

| Ciction 


(45) 
© diftion in the Governors may 
© break the peace, 
© [et them but remember the 
* Gentlenels of Chriſtianity z the 
© Liberty of Conſciences which 
* ought to be preſerved; and ler 
*them do juſtice to the perſons, 
* whoever they are that are pec- 
*viihz provided no mans perſon 
© be over-born with prejudice : 
For, 
*It it be neceſſary for all men to 
* ſubſcribe to the preſent eſtabliſh- 
© ed Religion; by the ſame reaſon,at 
* another time,a man may be bound 
© ro ſubſcribe the contradictory,and 
*to all Religions in the World. 
* Uncharitableneſs is much preven- 
"ted when no perſon 1s on either 
* fide engaged upon revenge, of 
*froubled with diſgrace, or vexed 
* with puniſhments, by any decre- 
* tory ſentence againft him : It was 
* the ſaying of a wiſe States-man, 
* (I mean Than's:) Herefict qui pee 
Gap 
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© dats fationibres feinduntar, per fecu- 
© rome uninninr contre, Remp. —— If 

« you per ſecute Heretichs, or Diſcre- 
c "parts. r. they unite themſelues as to 4 

© commur defence? Y; you permut then, 
* they © vide themie!/wes pon private 

© imtereſt, and the rether if this in- 
© rereft wt an ingredient of the Op!i- 
304. 
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Inſtances our of divers Authors 
treating on the fame Saubjedt, 


Collefed by W. Q. deceaſed, 


Se ſoffomus (aid, © It is not the 


manner: of the Childrea of 


* God to Perſecute cthers to death 


© about their Religion ; but it hath 


*beca, andis their condition to be 
* put to death themlielves for the 
. ' Jeltenvoy of the Truth. More- 


© over, 


47) 
© over, (ſ{aid he) = (hedging of 
© Bivod abouut Religion, IS an CVi- 
* dent token ot Antichriſt, Re/r7, 
© Uriſ. pag. 192. 
Haywards iaid, That the beſt 

* Writers of that time did agree in 
* oe opinion, and with T errulliazo, 
* Lat axtio, Caſſidoro, and Fo: ephus, 
' Gee. That People 'mutt inform 

*men to imbrace Religion with 
"Reaſon, and not compelthem by 

* Violence. 

© ] have for lang ſeafon determi- 

ned, ſid one of che Kings of 
France \ co reform the Church, 
* which S5- Jp out Peze= ((aid he) I 
* cannot do, 310 iT 1s anpeſlible| to 
* reform, or coavert people by vio- 
* lence. 

©] am king a 4&4 Shepherd, 
© (ſaid he} ani will not ſhed the 
* Blood of my Sheep, bur will ga- 
© ther them ttirougn the mildneſs 
<©nd goodneis of a King, and Rot 
through the power of Tyrangy : 
Ang 


4$) 
* And I will give them that are of 
* the reformed Relig101 right Li- 
© berty to live and dwell free, with- 
cout being examin2d, perplexed, 
* moleſted , or compelled to any 
*thing contrary to the'r Conict- 
* ences , for they ſhall have the free 
* exercile of their Religion, &c, 
* 1486 Chron, Yande Uniers 2. acel. 
Pages I 514 
* Luther (ard, * That the Hypo- 
*crites Church was to be known 
* by its Manners, whoie Image and 
© Sign was Eſa, yet the boatted of 
© God, and would be accounted his 
* Church, but hvedt wholly accor- 
© ding to the World Further (ſaid 
Che) tne rtue Church is not de- 
© fended oy a I: tly Arm. . which 
exmwica.d Biſhops eipecially ul ie, and 
& CeIy euro, The ſar. pag. 622. 
Cg:4v:z 1210, * That the Apoſtle 
© gave to unacritangd,, that toexer- 
* ciſe authority over ones Faith.was 
*12 no wiie juft, nor tolerable: 
Ras 4 * TWOP (yea, 


ud 
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(yea, ſaid he) It is Tyranny in the 
£ Church; for FAITH oughtto 
© be free from all Subiection of 
© men, 

When ſeveral of the Prieſts in 
the low Countries requeſted of the 
Prince and States, that they would 
tatroduce Ordinances and Diſct- 
pline, according to their Opiatonsz 
but the Prince, and the States, re- 
jected their requeſts, eſteeming 
them prejudicial both to Religion 
and Pollicy ; when they obſerved 
the diverſs Opinions that were a- 
mong the People, concluding, /? 
ws the beſt way to perſerve unity a- 
monz the People, to give Liberty to all, 
ana to Compet none, Anno 1608, 
Edict. Fol. 27. | 

Areze1s affirmed, © That all for- 
* cing of Conſciencs.though it was 
but a forbiding of the "Exerciſe, 
© which is efteemed by one or ano- 
< ther, to be neceſſary to Salvation, 
* 1510 8Q Wiſe right nor fitting «© Fe 

: a = ai's 


- - 
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alſo affirmed, That through diver- 
« fities of Religions the Kingdom 
© ſhould not be brought into any di- 
© ſturbaniee. 

The An'tient Reformed Prote- 
ft2nts termed that forcing of Con- 
ſcience, when they were conitrain- 
ed to leave off che exerciſe of rheir 
Religion, ſaying, © Car 2305 privamt 
© ade moftre Religrom on nous tienaroit 
ex une continuele mors corporelie &- 
* ſpirituefle that is) For to deprive 
us of vuur Religion, is to-keep us in 
a perpecuil corporal and ipiritual 
death; adding thereunto, * How | 
© that they would rather be put to 
-© death then be bereaved of the cx- 
*exrciie ot their Religion, &c. And 
*alfo they teitifed, how that the 
© Religion which was defended 
*witn Cruelty, was not grounded 
© upon thc Word of God. 
 Zaiiamin (51d, If you will with - 
© blood, with evil, and with tor- 
; Mears, detcud the YY orſhip, it ſhall 
not 
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© not thereby be fo but pol. 
© luted, Zib.5. Chap, 20. 

Conſtaxting the Emperor faid, 
© That it was enough that he per- 
© ſerved the unity of the FAIT H, 
© that he might beexcuſable before 
© rhe pr) Seat of God ; and 

© chat he would leave every one to 
© his own underftanding , accor- 
* ding to the account he will give 
© before the Judgment Seat of 
© Chriſt : Hereto may we ftir u 
© People (ſaid he) not compel them, 
, —_ them to come into the yni-= 

y of the Chriſtians, but to do 
V1oLE NCE to them, we 
<will not inno wiſe, Sabaft, Frank. 
© Eron, Fol, 127. 

Augiſtinus (aid, © Some difturbed 
« the Peace of the Church, while 
* they went about to root out the 
*<TARES before thetime z, and 
*through this Error of Blindneſs 
© (ſaid he) arc they themſelves ſepa, 
D 3 "rated. 
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rated, ſo much the more from be- 
<10g united unto Chritt, 

Retnildss teſtificd, * That he who 

* with Impriſoning and Pcrlecuting 
© {eckeih to ſpread the Goipel, and 
* greaterh his Hands with Blood, 

* thal! much rather be looked upon 

< for 2 Wild Hunter, then a Preach- 
<er, Ora Detender of the Chriſtian 

Religion, 

The Stzte of Ho!land teſtified, 

Da wer Terve/ inchen Zijnactter 

daer al in roere is. JHAET WAcr geen en 
ile wveriche!) few Religion dt aare 
© alle ſaclres [tiider fijn | ſooclr in onſe 
© 7 dennis (ewunaent falls, Where 
£ there was Perſccutioa, there was 
<a] indiftration, but where there 

©WaS une (thonwh there w _ (8- 

© veral Religions) there all tings 

© wer? the quieter, as hatin been 
© evident 18 our diyes, ſaid rhey, 
© FVide Urede Hindel Van, Col. Fol 


© v5 
L | 


"Calvin ſaid, © That thoſe that 
© are 
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are ſet over us mult bc obeyed, it 
*hat the Coramand of God be not 
© thereby diſobeyed; bur 1t they: 
Clead us from obedience to God, 
* and preſumptiouſly, ſtrive agataſt 
*the Lord,then mult they rot ve re- 

* garded, ſaid he, to the endthat 
© God with kis Authority may re- 
© tain the preheminence, 


A Bcck written in French, by 
N. M. Anno 1576. bath this 
Jeritence in it, 


©Thoſe Princes that bave ruled 
* by Geatlencſs and Clemency, ad- 
* ded to juſtice ; and have exerciſed 
* Moderation and Meckneis to- 
* wards their Subjects, alwaycs 
* greatly Profpered, and Reigned 
© long. 

© But on the contrary,thoſe Prin- 

© ces that have been Cruel, Uniuft, 


© Pertidious,and Oppreſſors of their 
ps 


| | (54) 

E SUbjefts, have 3 fallea, they 
E and their Eftate into danger, or 
C rotal ruin. 

Yeritns (aid, Seeing Chriſt is 2 
LAMB, whom you profels to 
© be your Head and Captain, then 
© it behoveth you to be Sheep, and 
©ro uſe the ſame WEAPONS, 
< which he made uſe of , for he will 
© not be a Shepherd of Wolves. and 
£wild Beaſts, but only of SHEEP, 
© whereforeift you lote rac Nature 
© of Sheep (ſaid he) and be changed 
<into Wolves, and wild B-=.:its. 2nd 
© uſe fleſhly Weapons, then will you 
© exclude your ſelves out of his 
* Calling; and forſake his Banner, 
© and then will he not be your Cap- 
© rain. : | 

Stephan King of Po/and (aid, © It 
© belongerh nor to me to reform the 
Conſcience, I have alwayes glad- 
C ly given that over to God, which 
© belongeth to him, and fo ſhall 
©<1donows; and allo for the future, 
I 
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<I will ſuffer the WEEDS to 
*grew untill the time of Harveſt ; 
©tor I know that the number of- 
© Believers are but (mall, therefore, 

* laid he, when ſome were proceed- 

ing in perſecution, * Ego ſum Rex 

* Populorum now Con{(ctentiarum, that 
is, Iam the King « the People, not 
of their Conſciences: he alfo af- 
firmed, © That Religion was not 
*to be planted with FIRE and 
SWORD, Chien. Vav. de Rel, 
©Urijh. 2. acel. 

Tindal ſaid, © The New Teſta- 
© ent of Chriſt {uftered no Law of 
* Compelling, but alone of Perſwa- 
* ding and Exhorting, Fox. Ads and 
 Moxz, page 1338. 

The Prince of Orarze tefithed, 
Anno 1579. © Thatit wasimpeffible 
*that rhe Land fhould be kept in 
© Peace except there was a free To- 
© leration in the Exerciſe of Relt- 
* g10N, | ” 

Where haſt thou eyer reac 1n 
<thy 
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© thy dayes (ſaid Afern) in the 
*Writings of the Apoſtles, that 
© Chrift or the Apoſtles ever cryed 
© out to the Magiſtrates, tor their 
© Power, againſt them that would 
© not hear their Doctrine, not obey 
©their Worgs ? I know certainly, 
* {aid he, that where the Magiitrate 
© ſhall Banitſh with the SWORD, 
* there 15 not the right Know Icdge, 
© (piritual Word, nor Church of 
* Chriſt, it 1s Invocare Brachisn Se- 
SIE. 

It is not Chriſtian, like but 
© Tyrannical, ſaid D, Phil:/pſew, ta 
© Banith and Perſecute People a- 
© bout FAITH and Religion, and 
©they that fo do are certainly of 
© he Pharifaica! Generation, who 
© re{iſted the Holy Ghoſt. 

© Eraſmus faid, © That though 
*they take our Moneys aud 
© Goods, they cannot therefore 
* hurt our Salvations they afflict 
*us much with Priſons, but they 
© 0 
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do not thereby ſeparate us from 


| ©God, 1n de Krijdies wrede, Fo, 


C 62 : 

"LMCET Ns ſaid, © He that com- 
© mandeth any thing, v herewith 
© he bindeth the Conſcience, this is 
© an Antichriſt , Jnde Benuſe diſp, 
© Fob. 71 

It was Zuther's Opinion, © That 
© thoſe that ftirred up the Princes 
* to perſecure about Religion, they 
Crailed the Uproar, T!, beſaur. Pag. 


* 679. 
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ECL. VIIL 


 Serveral Reaſons rendred, why 
> ap outward Force, 10 Tmpoſi-| 


R. H. TE awdF.H, 


IBERTY of CONSCH 
| ENCE ought to be allowed 
| in the dayes of the Goſpel, in the 

free Exerciſe of it to God-ward 


R S ASONS following. 


66 10 you, ap yeuen (oto them: for 


{without Compulfian) in aH rhings | 
relating to His W orſhip, for theſe | 


tha | 


» ron, ought to be ed in Mat- | 
ters of Faith and Kebeoion, by| 


1. Becauſe the General and U ni | 
verial Roya!-Law cf Chrift com- | 
manCcs it, etthew 7.12, All things | 
wharjnever ye won'd has Ten (boa! 


oO MA ODaqQ mr =, 121 


-— 


a ED. 


\v 


os " 4081 | 
th's is the Lew and Prophets — a 


That which every man would 
have, and receive from another, 
he ought by Chrilts RULE to 
give and allow it £5 another. But 
every man is willing to havethe 


ILIBERTY of his OW KN 


| CONSCIENCE, therctore 


TED 


| ought to ALLOW u to ano- 
| ther, 


2. Becauſe no man can per{wade 
the Conſcience of another, either 
what God is, or how he thoul:! be 
worſhipped, but by rhe Spirit, 
which God hath given to initru&t 
man in the Ways of Truch, 

Becaute, all Obedience or 
Service that is obtained by force, 1s 
for fear of Wrath, and not from 


| Love.,nor for Conſcience (lake; and 


| therefore will but continue (ol 
| as that fear or force abides upon 
chem. 


4. Becauſe, that by forcing, no 


| Min can make a Hypocrite to be - 


3 
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2 true Believer; but ona the con- 
trary, many may be made Hypo- 
CTItCs., 

5. Becauſe, that in a!l forced 
Impoſitions upon mens Conicien- 
ces, there 1s ſomething of the wrath 
of man exerciſed, w hich works not 
the Righteouſneſs of God, bur ra- 
ther begets enmity in the heart ons 
towards another. 

6. Becaule, that by forcing any 
thing upon mens Conſciences, as 
to matters of Faith and Worſhip, 
many are hardened in their hearts 
ag1inſt the things impoſed ; - when 
as Otherwile, through Love and 

entle InftruQions their hearts 
might be perſ{wadcd to willing obe- 
GIonce, 

Becauſe, that Perſecution for 
Cali contradicteth Chrifts 
Charge, Matthew 13, who bids 
that the Tares (or falſe Worſhip- 
pers) be {uftcred to grow together 
in 


( 61 ) # 
inthe Field 'or World)till the Hat 
velt (or End uf rhe World.) 

8. Beciuic, Force 1s contrary to 
the ead for which 1t i; pretended 
t be uſed (v/s.) Thepreſervati- 
on 1nd fafety of the Wheat, which 
End is not arfwyered by Perſecuti- 
on, LECaiile the VV heat 15S 1n d inger 
tobe plucked up thcreby, as Chriſt 
{2ith, 

9. Becauſe to Force 1s inconſ1- 
ſtant with the bulicf of the Jews 
Converſion (and other falſe Wor- 
ſhippers) which is prayedtor by the 
publick Teachers, and cannot be 
attained, 1f Perſecution for Conlci- 
ence bs proſecuted. 

I, Becavic they that impole up- 
on m-ns Conſciences, excrete Do- 
minto28g over mens Faith, which 
the Apoſtles denied, ſaying, They 
hai nat D.minion over an mans 
Faith, 

Iz. Bzcauſe, Impoſition upon 
meas Conſcieacesneceflitates them 
to 
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to ſin, in yielding a Conformity 
contrary to their own Faith ; for 
whatſoever is not of a mans own 
Faith, 1s (in, 

12. Becauſfe.that Impoſition and 
Force wreſtles with fleth and blood, 
and carnal Weapons, which are 
contrary to the Apoſtles DoQrine, 
who ſaid, Onur Weapons are nt Car- 
nal, but Spiritnal.and Mighty through 
God ; ana we wreſtle xot with Fleſb, 
418 Blood. 

I2. Becauſe, there is but Oze 
Fudze, Law piver, and King 1n and 
over the Conicience, as the Saints 
have teftitzed in the Scriptures of 
Truta; and whoſoever would 1n- 
trude, fo 8s tobe Judge and Law- 
giver over the Conlcience, 1n- 
trencheth upn the Perogative of 
Chrift, 7'z. 23.22. Fames 4. 12. 

Iz. Beczile. it 15 propheſied 1n 
Ta. 11. The wolf ſhall dwell with the 
Lamb, and tte Leopard ſblilllie down 
wirb theKid, end there ſhall be no De- 
froyer 


_— lp | Mm 
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firoyer in «i the Ho Mewnltain: And 
cheretore no Impolition upon mens 
Coniciences. 

15. Becauſe, to impoſe upon 
mens Conſciences for differences in 
Faith, is contrary to the Advice of 
the Apoftle, who directs People 
to wait upon Gor to te ſatisfied, and 
not to the Magiſtrates, or others 
to be forced ; whoſanh, # herewg- 
to we have attained, let wswalk; and 
wherety any m4n 1s otherwiſe mingaed, 


| God [ball revesl , even that unto 


him. 

16, Becaulſc, xo force mens Con- 
[ciences, and to lay Yoaks upon 
them, is to makavoid the Bluud- 
thed and Suffcrings of Chriſt, whe 
ſits upon the Throne of the.Con- 


| ſcience, and gives liberty there x 


and commands .us to ftand :faſt 
1n that liberty, and not tc be-en- 
tangled though the Impoſitions of 
men, or Yoak of bondage, 6al. 


$6. 
17. Be- 
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17. Becauſe, in all Nations the. 
different Profeſſions and Perlwaſi. 
ons of Religion, are either Friends 
or Enemies to the Governors :; if 
Friends then obliged by that bond , 
if Enemies then Chriſt's Con- 
mand 15 to take place, who faith, 
Love your Enemies, Whichif obſer- 
ved, Perſecution. for Conlcience 
will be avoided, 


18. Becauſe Toleration of differ- 


ent Per{waſions in Religion was al- | 


lowed in the-Fewſb State, as not 
inconfiftant wich their Safety, 


and that 1n things contrary each 
to other, as the Sadances, Phar:- 
ſees, Eſeans," Beroaians , with 0- 
rhers. 
- 19. Becauſe, rhe rrue Religton 
cannot be preached up by force of 
ARMES. and the primitive Chri- 
fttans deteſted that Form of Pro- 
—_ 

. Becauſe, no man hath ſuch 
Wo er © (by outward compuliion ) 
: QVET 


£4; i. ah; ward _—_ 
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over the Souls and Conſciences of 
other men, asto}ay a neccfſi:y on 
them to believe. that wkich they 
do not believe, or nut to believe 
what they do b.lieve; rrue Faith 
_ tne Gift of Go d. 

Beciu.e, If rhe Magiſtrate 


imp ook upon the Conſcience, he 


_ cither do it as a Magiſtrate, 
$ 2 Chriſtian, Not as a Ma- 
nilken te, for then Hearhens (being 
Saran bave the {ame power 
to impule; and lo, by Revolutiors, 
arid C: nqueſts, m17 come to give 
Liws to Chriſtians. and compel 
tnem to Idvlatry. 2. Notas Chriftt- 
ans,for that contracictsChrift's fay- 
ing, The Kings of the Gentiles exer-. 
cl; le Loraſpiy over the but it ſball P1128 
be To amonr you. for ail ye are Brethren. 
32; Bccaule by the ſame Rule 
and Reaion that the Magiſtrates 
of ore Nailen ought to ";mpoſe 
upon, and periccute for Conſci- 
eace, the Mo2iſtrates in at! other 
E Nations 
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Nations ought to do the ſame, and 
ſo the greateſt part of Mankind 
may come to be deſtroyed, there 
being more that Diilent, than are 
at Unity 1n Mztters of Faith and 
Religion. 

23- Becauſe the ſtrength cf 
Truth, ad > Conqueſt aver Fal- 
firy 2nd Decett 15 beit diſcovered 
by lecting toth have their Libercy, 
from outward Compulſfion , For 
no doubt, had outward Force 
been leis uſed, the prevalency of 
Truth had been mors manifef, 
and that wiſe Saying. truly expe- 
Tienced in the World, vis. That 
51::ch is of God will ſtand, ana thit 
which is mot will come to nothing. 

24. Bccuuie, the Dilciples of 
Chkrift arc rebuked by him for de- 
firing the Deſtruction of thoie that 
were contrary to him, and would 
not receive Him, which zeal 1s 
ſearply reproved in hisSaying,They 
Eacw wot what Spirit theyw ere of. 
25. Be- 
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Becaufe, to impoſe upon 
mens Cor..iciences, and to deitroy 
their Pertcns tor difference In Re- 
i:gion. is contrary to tlie end 'of 
Chriſt's coming. wv ho, tanh, He 
c.ime not to Def? r#) ancns Lives but to 
ſat e the "233, 

26. P:caufe, People of divers 
Reliot.:ns 1a one - "Mein it nct to- 
lerzted, muſt {me of rhem be dee. 
ſtroyed or removed , by bantth- 
ment ? It deſtroyed, the Conftan- 
cy and P:itience of the'Sufferers for 
their Faith. moving Pity and Com. 
miſerition, m3ikes men more rea- 
dy to own, then to reject their 
Fauth , and ſo rather-mutt plies.,t 
leſiens the nuwber of its Profeſlors : 
if bantihed, rhis renders tne Baniſh- 
ed :5 10 many Fnoemices abroad, rea- 
dy upan 8! occaiions toc ;Fturb the 
Peace and Tru! iq 1lliry of their 
own native Country, There 1s 

therefore 1n order £0 the outward 
vEliare of all Naticns, a2 kind of 
- necellity 
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neceſflity for a Toleration in them 
of all Religions. 

27. Becauſe, to impoſe upon 
mens Ccnſciences begets a hatred 
againft the Impoſers in thoſe who 
are impoſed upon,and forced there- 
by to violate their Conſciences to- 
wards God,in matters of Worihip, 

2$. Becaule, men are command- 
ed tobe ſubject to the Powers that 
are. for Conſcience ſaks, and there- 
fore ſuch Powers ought not to per. 
ſecute men for Conſcience ſake, be- 
ing that 1s preſcribed for the Rule 
of Obedience.the Scriptures ſaying, 
Se ye Tubject nt only * Wrath, but 
For Conſcience ſake, | 
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SECT. IX. 


Several Sayinos colleFed from © 


the Speeches, arid Irumsgs of 
King Charles the Fir/t. 


Nd we fird aſſerted by King - 

[A Charles the Firſt, in his Book 
known by the Name of EIK £72 N 
BAZIAIKH. as followerh. . 
Peg. 67. In his Prayer to God, 
he Gig, Thou ſeeft how much 
Cruelty among Chriſtians is a- 
ed, under the colour of Religi- 
on; as if we could got be Chri- 
ſtians, unleſs we crucific one ano-': 
rher. 
Pep. 28, Make them at length 
ſeriouſly to conſider, that nothing 
Violent and injurious Can be religt- 
OUS, 


P42» 
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P47, 70. Nor 1is1t foproper to 
hew out religious Reformations by 
the Sword, as to pollith them by 
far and eq" il DB: bi bat 1071S, > AUNIND 
thoſe thit are moſt co cried in 
the Ditterences, whom, noc Force, 
but Reaſon ought to convince, 

Sure in Matters of Religion, 
thoſe Truths guo mAſt upon mens 
Judgments md Conftenoes vw hich 
arc ſeath uIS 'd VV ith Secuiar F*: 4; exce, 
which weake 23S Truth w Ty Pcrju- 
Qices. 

Paz. 115. It being 20 Qffire;not 
ofily of Humnizy, rather to. we 
Reaton thea Force, but alſo of 
Ghriftianity to > ſeek Peace, aud cR- 
ſue it. 

Page 91, 92, In point of true 
cenfeientious tenderneſs, T1 have. 

often declared, how little I defire 
my Liv's and: 'Sceprer thoaid. ia- 
treack on God'> Soveraignty,Fyhich 
is the only King of mens Contci- 


ERCES, | 
Pap. 
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Pag. 123. Nor do I defre any 
man ſhould be further ſubſe unto 
me.then all of us may be ſubjeQ un- 
to God. 


Concernin? Oiths. 


P27. 76; The n)oymng of Oaths, 
upIn Pe Pie, Mt; ſt needs in thi NS 
doubiful be Dangerous,as 1, things 
uni2awful Damaable, 


Some words of Advice from 
CHARLES the Eft, ta 


the then Prince of Waies, 0uQ 


King of England, &>c. 


Pag. 165. My Counſel and 
Chargo to you. 1s, That you feri- 
ouſly conſider the former real or 
objetted Milcariages, which might 
eccaiion my Troubles, that you 
may avoid them, &c. 
| Bewars of Exaſperatiag any Fa- 
CLOS, 
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Qions, by the Croſneſs and Aﬀpe- 
rity. of ſome mens Paitoiis, Ru- 
mors, and private Opigions \1m- 
ployed by you, grounded only vp. 
on diffcrences 1n leticr matters, 
which are but the Skirts and Sub- 
burbs of Religi»n, where:n a Cha- 
ritable Connivance, aud Chriſtian 
Toleration often Duiipates their 
ſtrengrh, when rougher Opp fitt- 
on Forcifes. 2nd puts the delpiſed 
and opprefied party into ſuch Com- 
binations,as may mott enable them 
toget a full revenge on thoſe they 
unt their Periecutors, who are 
commonly allificd by that vulgar 
commiſfſeration, which attends all 
that are faid to {uſtcr under the noti- 
on of Religion. 
Pag. 166. Take heed that qut- 
ward Circumſtances and Forma- 
lities of Relizion devour not all. 
Pag. 164. Your Prerogative 1s 
belt ſhewed and exerciied in re- 
. mitting 


22) 


mitting, rather then exacting,the 
rigour of the Laws,” there being 
nothing worle then Legal Ty: 
ranny. 


To the/e S ayines we add more, 4s 
Collecied out of the ſam: Book 


in Duodecimo. 


TN his Prayer, Paz. 1, O never 
ſuffer me for _ Treaſon of 
State to go againſt the Reaſon ot 

Conſcience, which is highly 
of i / 


tghe againſt thee, the Go 


Reaſon, and Judceof our Confci- 
EnCces. 

Paze 121, Break in ſunder, Oh 
Lord, all violent Confederati- 
gy to do wickedly and injuriouſ- 
Y. 


P47. 136. Thou. Ob Lord, ſhalt 
deſtroy them that ſpeak Lyes : ,. the 
Lord.will abhor both the Blood- 
thirty and Decentul men. | 


Par. 


(74) 
P47, 164. Church Afﬀairs ſhould 
be manraged. neither with Tyrau- 
ny, Parity, nor Popularity — nei- 
ther people oppreſled. | 

P. 158. Nedeclires his willing- 
gels for fair ſatisfaction unto all,and 
againit Coycroulacis,and Superſti- 
ti0N, 

Pap. 171, Oh thou that art the 
God of Resſos and Peace, ſoften 
our hearts — —- aad perſwade us 
to accept of Peice with thy ſelf, 
and both to ſecure and preſerve 
Pexce among our ielves as men and 
Chriſtians ---- Condems us not to 
eur paſtons, which are deftructive 
bork of our ſelves and others; Clear 
up our Unde: ftandings to ſeethy 
Truth,botk io Reafom 25 men, and 
in Religion 2s Chr:ff/a>:. | 

P. 180. Stir vp all parc1es Pious 
Ambituis tc overcome each other 
viih Reaſon, Moderation, and ſuch 
Self-depial as becomes, &c. 

Fag. 200, O thou Soveraign of 
| Our 


ys Ao ak £2 C5 


(75) 
our Souls, the only Commondzr of 


our Conlſciznces. 


And further, in his Adrviceto. 
the Prince of Wales now: 
A ING, &c. 


Page 234. The beſt Gorernment 
2nd highe# Soveraiznity you ck 
attain. unts, is, To be {ubject ro 


God, that the Sccpter of his 


Word, 40d Spirit may rule in your: 
heart, ::-; SE x 
Page 239. He pleads for better. 
Arguments for Comnvigcement , 
then Tumults, Armies, and Pri-: 
ſons. Fl | 
Pg. 241+ Alwayes keep up 0l- 
lid Piety, and thoſe Fundamental 
Truths, which meng both hearts 
and lives of mcn, with impartial 
Favourand Juſtice. 

Paz. 242. My Charge and Coun- 
ſel to you is, that as you need 0 
palliz- 


76) 
palliations tins any delign, fo that 


= ſtuddy really to exceed in true -- 


and conſtant Þcmanitrations of 
Goodneſs, Piety and Vertue (to- 
wards the people) even all thee 
mea that make ihe greate!t noitc 
and ofteatations of Religion, ſo you 
ſhall neither fear any derection, (as 
they do who have but rhe Mask of 
Goaduale) nur ſhall you fruftrate 
> juit Expectations of your peo- 

e 

Paz. 243. Uſe all Princely Arts 
and Clemency to heal the Wounds, 
that the Smart of the ' Cure may 
not ' equal the Anguiſh of the 
Hurt. 

Pa7. 244. As your quality ſers 
you beyond any Duyuei with any 
Subject, ſo the noblenets of your 
mind muſt raiſe you aboye the 
meditating any revenge, Or Cx- 
ecuting your Anger upon the ma- 
BY. 

Pap, 


© 


(77) . 
P47. 243. Keep youto true Prig- 


ciples of Piety, Vertuec, and Hon- 


" our; you ſhall nsver want a King- 


dom. 

Ia his Meditations on his Death ; 
page 346. Ir is indeed a ſad fate 
for any man to have his Ene- 
mies to be Accuſer, Parties and 


Judge. 


CT 
— ——_—— 


SECT. X. 


Several Promiſes and Deciara- 
tions for the Liberty of tender 
(onſciences, taken out of the 
Spee: hes of King Charies the 


Second. 


that was (ent tothe Houſe of 
Peers, and read in the Houſe, ſay 
the firſt, 1660, and which Letter 
Was 


| bg the Kings Letter from Bredah, 


(78) 
was Ordered by the [ores in Parl!- 
amen: aiiembl.d, that it theuld be 
torchw nth printed end publiſhed 
tor the icrvice of the Houte, and 
ſatisfaction of the Kingdoins , it 1s 
ſaid in the Byuok of C Slleions of 
the Kings Sperehes. Page S,and 5. 
Aria recanc 'be p Jen 6 ET wncharit 4 - 
blene's of the Hiiues have # proanced 'e- 
weral Op: £1055 1M Ret1z 104, f y which 
men 470 CB4240 bs Parties and Api. 
meſities ag<hſt each other . »b'6h nhen 
they ji: be mater 8346 13 a free ac 
of Converiation, will ve com poſea, 07 
beiter rnmerifecd, We as acciare 4 
diberty to tenger Conſciences. antthit 
no min ſoailte aiſquicted or called in 
gzcft iow for wifferer:ces 19 Op £72072 178 
matiers of eli? Tio, nice 0 07 6i- 
fturk the Feace of ' he Kingaom, and 
Fhat we jo47 be reany to comjent 10 ſuch 
aw Att of Paritameant, 4s upon BA1a- 
Tere dciiieration, fait be offered 10's 
. for the fu# rioting that 1nguicence, 

And in ihe Kings Declaration, 
gO- 


x Wis. i... as. ns. 6 i. bb: ing, ih 
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(79) 
concerning Eccleſiaftical Aﬀeirs, 
which was dated Occter the 25th, 
1660, 1115 (aid, {74 word we a0 424178 
renew what we have formeriy ſaid in 
car Declaration frow Bredzh, fer the 
liverty of tezacr Cun'tierces. That no 
248 ſhall be dilquieted, or called in 
queſtiow jor aijeremces of Opinion in 
matters of Reli ton, wbich 2 r0t al- 
turb the Peace of the Kianzdom 5 and 


if 18y bave been difturt £d is that 


tied face our &rical here. it bath aot 
roceeded from atiy direc ian of bir 's. 
Aad it is ſ21d, ze do 71 75 firſt place 
aeclare, Or Purpoſe and Ref tntion 
is, ani ſpall be, T0 promote the Power 
of Godline! 's, art trencouraoe the Bx- 
erciie of Rel: £107, both 11 puiique axd 
private. And in the ſome Decl:- 
ration 1s is ſaid, Our preſent Comſs- 
deration aud work is, Te grat: fie the 
private Confciences of th:ſe who are 
grieved with the uſe of ſore Cereme- 
nies, by pork, to, and diſpenſing 
with the om it ting theſe Ceremonies. 
In 


(80) 
Ia the Kings Speech to bath 
houſes of Parliament, the 8th of 
July, I661., Ut uw to put my ſelf in 
mind, 4s we'l 5 you, That I ſooften 
(1 think ſo 8ften as 1 come to you) men- 
tion to you my Declaratisn from Bre- 
dah; Avzd let me per you in mind of 
earlier Decl. ir aFion, peilijp ed by your 
ſetves about the ſame time, an which 
Tam perſweacd made wine the mere 
cfeftual, An Honeſt, Generous, axd 
Chriſtian Declaration, ſigned by the 
moſt eminent Perſons, who had been 
the moſt eminent Sufferers, in which 
you renounced all former Inimeſities, 
ana memory of former Unkinaneſſes. 
And my Lords and Gentlemen, let it 
be in #0 1.2ns power to charge ne, or 
30u,:. with the breach of our Woras or 
Promiſes, which cax never be 42004 
Inzreatent to our fulkre ſecurity. 

- - "And in the Chancellors Speech 
to both Houſes, Azy the 8th, 1661. 
It 1s faid, He told you, Eut ow (Mmean- 
wg: the King) that he vallued b:mfelf 


Ek 


($1) 

much, p09 keeping his word, s 
performing al: that he proms ſet th Fo his 
People, - 

And alſo in the Kings diſcourſe 
with Richerd F45b er:thorw, ſoon af- 
ter he arrived in-Emland, heſ 4}; 
Well, of this you may bs aſſ ures F bat” 
you jhal noxe of -you ſaffcr for your O-" 
pinions or Relioton, [6 long 1 yon live. 
peaceably, and yew have the Word of” 
4 King for it ; andI al'o haue ets Vee 


forth «Decher aribeg to the ſame purpole,” 


That none of o08 all Wron: you, of —_ 


you. 


And further in the Kings Docli:? 
ration , dated December 26. 2665! * 
wherein he declares, firſt, hiswon- * 
derful Reſtoration w ichour tlie leafy * p 
blood-ſhed by the 244ttary Sword.” 

And heexpreſfeth his Cle mency, | 
or the Clemency of his Nature; © * 

;And he vindicates himſcif. from: * 
divers ſuggeſtians, cf diſaffected / 
Perſons, particularly from that, of 


intending to ſubje& Perſons and F- 


F ffaces 


(82) 
ftates torevenge or ſpoil, &c. and 
from intending to iatroduce 9 A2:- 
litary or Arbitrary way of Govern- 
ment. 

Alfo he expreſieth theſe words, 
as @ malicins Scandal, wiz.) © That 
<having made ule of fuch ſolemn 

© Promiſes from Breada/, and in fe- 
© yeral Declarations ſince, of cale 
© and liberty to tender Conſciences, 
© inftead of perfarming any part of 
© them, we have added ftreighter 

© Fetters then ever. (Ne 

And further adds,v/=. © We find 
© it as artificially, as'malieioully di- 
© vulged throughout the whele 

©Kingdom,that at the ſame-time we 

© deny a fitting Liberty to, thoſe o- 

© ther SeQts of our Subiects,: v. heſe 

* Conſciences will not allow them 

to conform to the Religion eſta- 

©bliſhed, weare highly indulgent 
© to Pepiſts, even to ſuch a degree of - 
© countenance as may even endan- 

* ger the Profeſlants Rebgion. 


(82) 
Theſe, and ſuch like, in the fatd 
Declaration are related as venom- 
ous Irſinuations, moſt falſe and ma- 
licious Scandals. wicked and mali- 
cious Suggettions, and the Fomen- 
ters of them, as the moft danger- 
ous Enemies of his Crown. and of 
the Peace and Happ:neſs of the Na- 
tion. | 
And theſe words are further ad- 
ded, (vis) © It having been always 
© aconſtant profeflion of ours, That 
* we do, and ſhall ever think our 
© royal dignity and greatneſs mueh 
*more happily and ſecurely foun- 
© ded On our own Clemency, and 
© our Subjects Loves, then in their 
*Fears and our Power. 
©Te give our People a Teftimos 
*ny of our founding all our ſecurt- 
* ty, rather in their affeioas, then 
*inany. Military Powetf ; the fole 
*ftrength and ſecurity, we ſhall c- 
* ver ganfide 1n, thall be the hearts 
and afteQions of our Subjefts iun- 
<4 OS deared 


{ 82.) 
©fdeared and aimed to us by our 
© Grailuus and Steady manner of 
<© Government, according. to the 
-fantieat known Laws of the Land, 


-©rhere being/not any one of our 


< Subjects, who doth more from his 
£ heart abhor (then we our ſelves) 
©all-ſorts of Military and Arbitrary 

| *Rale, 
© Asconcerning the non-perfor- 
© marice of our Promiſes; we Te- 
© member wcll the very words of 


* thoſe from Bredah, (wiz.) Wedo Þ} 
© declare a Itherty to render Con- 


* ſciences, and that no man ſhall be 
© diſquiered, or called in queſtion 
fer differences of Opinion 18 mat- 

© ters of Religion, which do not 
< difturh the Peace of the Kingdom, 

© and/that we ſhall be ready to con- 
< ſent ro ſack 25 At of Parliament, 
< 25 upon Marure deltberation ſhall 
© beofferce to us.for the full grant- 
*ing that Indulgence. We remem- 
.der well the nn, to 

ave 


(85) 
© have made of them ſince upon fe- 


_ ©veral occaſions in Parliament; and 


*as all thele things are ſtill freſh in 
© our memory, fo are we till firm 
< in the Reſolution of performing 
© them ro the full. 

<We do conceive our ſelves fo 
© far engaged, buth in honorr. and 
<in- what we owe to the Peace of 
© our Domimons, which we proteſs 
© we can never think {ccure. whulſt 
© there thall be a colour left to the 
© diſaffeRed, to inflame the. minds 
* of fo many Multitudes, upon the 
< {cores of Conſciences, with dil- 
© pair of ever obtaining any effect 
© of our Promiſes for their eaſe. 

* Such an AQ. as in purſuance of 
*our Promiſes the witdOont of our 
« Parliament ſhall chink fit td offer 
c< unto us for the caſe of tender Con- 
c£ biences. - 

EWe profels it would be grie- 
*Fous unto us to conſent.ro the put- 

©x:0g any of our SubjeQs to wr 
| or 


(86) 


*for their Opinions in matter” of 


< Religion only.. 


© Our expreſkng according £0} 


< Chriſtian Charity, Our difltke of 
* Blood-ſhed tor Religion only.. 
* Our Þarliament 1s an Aſtembly 
fo eminent in cheir Loyalty, and 
* their Zeal, tor the Peace and Pro- 
F *iper ity of our Kingdoms —— can 


* ny wayes be doubted in the per= * 
© formance of all our Promiies, and 


*torke effecting all thoſe gracious 


< intentions. which God knows our 


c heart is full of, for the PLE N- 
"'Þ Yo PROSPERITY, and 


<UNIVERSAL SATIS- | 


FACTION of the NATION. 
*Wethink togivethem the moſt 


£ important Marks of our care: 


Firſt, Ia puaiſhing by ſevere Laws 


© that Licentiouſuets and Impiety, 


* which = find to our greatgrict, 


5 hath @veripread the Nation, . | 


* Aid laftiy ſo to unprove the 
* good conſequence »— to the ad- 
VaJICC» 


( 87) 


I © yaricement of trade, that all our 


© Subjetts finding'the advantage ---- 


'J<inthar Prime foundation of plen- 
{© ty, they may all, with minds hap- 
© ply compoſed by our clemency 


© 3nd tndulgerice (initead of raking 

f upthoughts of deſerring their pro- 
fefltons) apply themſelves com- 
' fortably, and with redoubled 1n- 


I duſtry to their ſeveral vocations, 


C&©. | 
Altfo in the Votes and Advice of 


Jthe: Houſe of Commons, Febr, 5. 
1662. Upon reading the Kings;De- 


claration and Speech , are theſe 


TIwords, (-iz.) * And our hearts are 


*further enlarged in theſe returns 
© of Thanks-giving when we conf1- 
(der your Majeſties inoft Prifcely, 
*and Heroick profjefiions of rely- 
(ing upon. the affections of your 
"People, AND ABHORING 
*ALL SORTS OF MILE 
'TARY AND ARBITRA- 
'*Y KULE,.&c. 


And 


y 


4 (83) 


| 1 he : Tj q 
"_ Arid: ity the Kings Declaration," 


p 


March 15th 1671. Pag. 4. Butir be-? 

ing Evident 4y. the-ſad Experience of 

__ \#velve years, that there 1s very little" 

' &. fEuit of all thoſe forceable courſes, * 
> -= And 1n Pag. 8. Its faid, wedo'in" 
the next place declare our will and* 
pleaſure ro be, that the Execntion * 

of all, and all manner of penal": 

Laws in raetters Ecclefiaftical, a-' 
gainſt whatſoever ſort of Non-con- 
formiſts 0r[/Reculants, be inmedi- / 


ar? Enaldmrareg andthey are here- 


ed, &c. 


